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Representational and Expressive Drawing - A Synthesis

Pablo Picasso. 
Woman in White. 
1923. Oil, water-
based paint, and 

crayon on canvas.  
31.5” x 39”. 

Pablo Picasso. 
Tête de Femme” 

/ “Portrait de 
Jacqueline de 
face. II. 1962. 

Linolcut.

source: (Woman in White) http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/53.140.4
(Tête de Femme / Portrait de Jacqueline de face. II) http://www.boisseree.com/es/exhibitions/2005.html
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Marks and textures

Jackson Pollock. 
Autumn Rhythm 

(Number 30) 
(detail). 1950. 

Enamel on 
canvas. 

207” x 105”.

source: (Autumn Rhythm (Number 30)) http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/57.92
(Mountains and Sea) http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://en.academic.ru/pictures/enwiki/70/Frankenthaler_
Helen_Mountains_and_Sea_1952.jpg
(Starry Night) http://www.vggallery.com/painting/p_0612.htm

Helen 
Frankenthaler.
Mountains and 

Sea. 1952. 
Oil on canvas.  

120” x 84”.

Vincent Van 
Gogh. Starry 
Night. 1889. 

Oil on canvas.  
92 cm x 73 cm.
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Attributes that  
may diminish, 
to produce a 

sense of depth, 
as the space 
recedes are: 

contrast; 
volume;  

texture; and 
saturation.  

A nine-tone 
gray scale
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Values
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Space

Childe Hassam.
Union Square in 

Spring.
1896. 

Oil on canvas.
21” x 21.5”.

Henry Ossawa 
Tanner. The 

Thankful Poor. 
1894. 

Oil on canvas. 
44.25” x 35”.

source: Art History. Marilyn Stokstad. Harry N. Abrams, Inc., and Prentice Hall, Inc., Publishers. 1999
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Perspective

Vertical line = 
near angle; 

horizontal line  = 
horizon

Grid lines 
converge at  

vanishing points

source: (graphic) Mike Uriss. www.muddi.com
(Fallingwater) http://americanarchitecture.wiki.uml.edu/fi le/view/FLWFalllingwater.jpg/47651281/FLWFalllingwater.jpg

Frank Lloyd 
Wright. 

Fallingwater.
1937.
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Connect the dots
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source: Mike Uriss

Look for simple 
polygons to 

help understand 
proportions as 
well as plane 

changes. 

Every time a 
plane changes 

direction it usually 
changes value, 
hue, saturation, 

and temperature. 
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Multiple facets
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Notan - a Japanese word meaning dark-light. The principle of Notan is the 
interaction between positive (light) and negative (dark) shape

Full color and 
gray-scale range

Look for simple 
shapes to defi ne 
complex subject 

matter. Use lights 
and darks to build 
three-dimensional 

volume in a 
composition

source: http://emptyeasel.com/2008/08/12/seeing-notan-how-to-make-stronger-compositions-using-lights-and-darks/
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Grisaille

When painting, we 
usually depict skin 

tone, regardless 
of ethnicity, as 
some variation 

of orange. Burnt 
sienna is used 

to establish, 
composition, 

proportion, and 
tonal range.

Color added 
directly over the 

grisaille

source: Mike Uriss. www.muddi.com 
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Composition

source: (Broadway Boogie Woogie) http://www.actlab.utexas.edu/~cowboyrasta/body/InterpretationsOfMondrian/
mondrian.html
(Luncheon . . . ) Art History. Marilyn Stokstad. Harry N. Abrams, Inc., and Prentice Hall, Inc., Publishers. 1999

Piet Mondrian. 
Broadway 

Boogie Woogie. 
1942/1943

Oil on canvas.  
50 x 50” 

Pierre-Auguste 
Renoir. 

Luncheon of the 
Boating Party

1881. Oil on 
canvas.  

5’8” x 4’3”.
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Themes

Jean-Baptiste-
Greuze. The 

Drunken Cobler.
Late 1770s. 

Oil on canvas. 
363/8” x 295/8”.

Adélaide Labille-
Guiard. 

Self Portrait with 
Two Pupils. 1785. 

Oil on canvas. 
4’11” x 6’11”.

source: Art History. Marilyn Stokstad. Harry N. Abrams, Inc., and Prentice Hall, Inc., Publishers. 1999
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Themes: Allegorical, Socio-political

Graham Hiskett.
On Your Way To 

The Light.
Mixed Media With 

Photographs 
Digitally 

Reworked

Melanie Stevens. 
The Iron Ceiling. 
Mixed Media On 

Canvas. 18” x 24”.

source: (Allegorical Dance of Women) http://www.artexpertswebsite.com/pages/artists/mantegna.php
(On Your Way . . .) (The Iron Ceiling) http://fi neartamerica.com

Andrea Mantegna.
Allegorical Dance 
of Women. 1497.



Al Hirschfeld. 
The Marx 
Brothers. 

Gary Larson. 
Wiener Dog Art 

(detail).
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Themes/styles 

source: (The Marx Brothers) http://drawingatduke.blogspot.com/2009_11_01_archive.html
(Weiner Dog Art) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Far_Side


